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Separate Argumentation: An Overall Review of Recent National Position Statements on
Cyberspace and China’s Response

HUANG Zhi-xiong & LUO Kuang-yi
(Institute of International Law, Wuhan University, Wuhan, 430072)

Abstract: In recent years, some countries have actively expressed their positions on the core issues of
international law in cyberspace in written papers and speeches of senior officials. This unique phenomenon, which
emerged in the context of the intensifying game of international rules in cyberspace, is driven by the Western
countries’ use of their discursive power to shape international rules in cyberspace, and is also partly consistent
with the objective need to accelerate the rule-making process in cyberspace to a certain extent. These national
positions, as argumentation of various countries on the relevant international legal issues, constitute the choices
among various countries regarding development of international rules for cyberspace at the macro-level, while
at the micro-level related to the issues of applying existing international law in cyberspace, and shaping new
customary rules in cyberspace through expressions of relevant state practice and opinio juris. However, there
are still major limitations of the existing national positions in terms of the degree of consensus and the depth of
content expression, as well as the number and representativeness of the countries that have made statements.
China should pay close attention to the development trend of national position statements in cyberspace, and
deeply participate in the game of rules in cyberspace through more active and effective position expression.

Keywords: National Position Statement, International Law in Cyberspace, Legal Argumentation, Application
of International Law
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